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Hi everyone, and welcome to the year ahead for NZCIS. This is a look at what’s 
coming, and a retrospective of events over the last six months. We do hope you can 
join us at some upcoming events, wherever you are in the country this year. As usual 
we welcome your input. Please let us know what you would like to have organised 
in your region.  
 
 
Professor Sarah Coakley 
This year is starting with a bang, with the visit of Professor Sarah Coakley from 
University of Cambridge on a flying visit to Auckland on her way to Melbourne. 

Sarah is a Gifford Lecturer (2012) and has written a 
book on cooperation in the evolutionary process 
with Martin Novak, a mathematician at Harvard. 
She is also well known for her New Asceticism and the 
first book of her Systematics, God, Sexuality and the 
Self. The much awaited second volume will be out 
soon. Unlike other systematicians she believes that 

theology should be done in dialogue with the social and natural sciences. Sarah spoke 
to a packed audience at Bishop Selwyn Chapel at Holy Trinity Cathedral on “Is there 
a future for Natural Theology?” A wonderful start to the year.  
 
Course  
Last year ended with a very successful course in Christian Theology and Science at 
Otago University. Over 80 students enrolled from around the country. Nicola 

facilitated this course but Dr Graeme Finlay, Dr Ruth 
Barton and Professor Gareth Jones also contributed. 
The students were not all Christians, some were 
unbelievers and a few were Muslims or Hindus, so an 
interesting mixture, showing that there is an interest 
in these issues that goes well beyond the confines of 
traditional churches.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Astronomy revisited  
Some of you will remember Jennifer Wiseman, the NASA 
astronomer who visited last year. This year we have another famous 
visitor, Br Guy Consolmagno, Director of the Vatican 
Observatory. We are lucky to have a lecture scheduled in Auckland 
for 1 May. He will also be speaking in Dunedin on 29 April.  

 
Biannual conference  

The year will end with a biannual conference Beyond Conflict: Evolution, Science 
and God at the University of Otago. Keynote speakers so far include biologist and 
anthropologist Dr Andy Gosler from Oxford and New Testament scholar Professor 
Barbara Rossing from Chicago Lutheran Seminary. New Zealand speakers will 
include Dr Graeme Finlay, Dr Ruth Barton and Professor Bill Jordan, Professor 
John Stenhouse, Sarah Beattie, Paul Stock, Dr Zachary Ardern and others. Save the 
date: 30/31 August. We hope this conference will be of special interest to secondary 
school science and also religion teachers.  
 
 
Auckland events  
We be holding a panel on “Why Religion?” in conjunction with Maclaurin Chapel 
and will also hold a seminar on Technology and Mental Health later in the year in 
Auckland and possibly in Wellington as well.  
 
Student leadership  
Student leadership will be under the direction of Emma Belcher at Auckland, and 
Sam Macaulay at Otago University. Emma will also be chasing up on blogs, so keep 
an eye on the website for new content as well as dates of all events nationwide.  
 
Funding and giving  
We are also in the third year of our Templeton World Charity Grant. This is 
therefore a year for fundraising. Any ideas or contributions will be most welcome. 
Donations can be made via the website, NZCIS.org. Nicola, Jake and Graeme have 
worked hard in the last three months preparing a follow-up matching funds grant to 
Templeton. If this is successful it will have the potential to match any funding 
received in New Zealand. We are very grateful to the Wilberforce Foundation and 
to the Goodfellow/Maclaurin Board for their generous pledges of support for 2020-
2022, and to all of you who responded to our call. Like many other charities we 
depend on your generosity.  
 
We are also very grateful for those who have volunteered their time, including 
Graeme Finlay, Jeff Tallon, Emma Belcher, Andrew Saunders, Jake Martin, Phil 
Church and others, together with Carolyn Kelly and the chaplaincy staff at Maclaurin 
Chapel and Murray Rae and NZCIS committee at the University of Otago. Thank 
you so much! NZCIS depends upon this community involvement. Please also 



consider joining. Membership numbers do speak when talking to possible donors 
and when advocating in the public sphere.  
 
Mark your diaries 
Details coming, and details of other Otago lectures also to be arranged.  
 
Auckland:     19 March, “Why Religion?” Panel discussion at Maclaurin Chapel  
 
Otago:          29 April, Br Guy Consolmagno lecture at Otago University at 5.30pm, 

venue TBA  
 
Auckland:      1 May, Br Guy Consolmagno, Vatican Astronomer 
  4 June talk, topic TBA 

7, 14, 21 August, Winter Lectures at Maclaurin Chapel  
 
Otago:      30/31 August, National Conference: Beyond Conflict: Evolution, 

Science and God  
 
For theologians, ANZATS (1-3 July, at Carey College Auckland) will have a science 
and theology stream. Anyone wanting to present a paper should contact Nicola.  

https://www.carey.ac.nz/events/anzats-2019/

